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Sustainable Sandhills Celebrates Earth Day 
 

There is no busier week of the year for 
Sustainable Sandhills than the week of 
Earth Day.  Here is a roundup of a few of 
the events we were involved in during 
ά9ŀǊǘƘ ²eek 2009έ in the Sandhills. 
 
The Apple Crate, April 18 
 

The Apple Crate, a SS Certified Green 
Business, celebrated Earth Day by 
hosting a green celebration for more 
than 200 community members. 
Cumberland CountyΩǎ Solid Waste 
Management department set up recycling bins for the event and educated 
attendees about recycling; Fascinate-¦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ά¢ǊŀǎƘ 
aƻƴǎǘŜǊέ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΤ ǘƘŜ wŜ-Store Warehouse showed their 
efforts at salvage and reuse in the community; Lake Rim Park Ranger Michael 
Morales explained wildlife; and Carmen Foster, a licensed aesthetician, promoted 
all-natural, organic, skin care products. Free reusable bags with Earth Day themes, 
painted by the students at Glendale Acres Elementary School, were given to 
customers with their purchases. Both all-natural and vegan hot dogs were sold, 
along with organic popcorn. All of the proceeds from the food sales were donated 
to Sustainable Sandhills.  
 

Sandhills Community College, April 21 
 

Sustainable Sandhills Public Relations 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 5ŀȅƴŀ wŜƎƎŜǊƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻǾŜ 
¸ƻǳǊ aƻǘƘŜǊέ DǊŜŜƴ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ 
Sandhills Community College. This great event 
featured seminars, demonstrations, an expo, a 
farmers market and more. Sustainable 
Sandhills set up a booth at the Green Expo. 
5ŀȅƴŀ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ άōŀƎ 
ƳƻƴǎǘŜǊέ ς ǿƘƻ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ 
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annual average of 500 plastic bags. Event attendees, including students, college 
faculty and staff, environmental organization representatives and community 
members learned about climate change, urban farming, green building and 
sustainability. Every attendee left this event more knowledgeable about current 
environmental issues and how to take positive action. 
 

Fayetteville Technical Community College, April 22  
 

Sustainable Sandhills Executive Director Jon 
Parsons joined Fayetteville Technical Community 
College (FTCC) President Larry Keen, hundreds of 
students, and 30 pre-K children from the Early 
Childhood Education Center to demonstrate 
FTCC's commitment to the environment. Along 
with hundreds of higher education leaders across 
the country, Dr. Keen signed a pledge that FTCC would reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. Parsons was quoted in a Fayetteville Observer story about the event 
the next day - "Every day is Earth Day at Sustainable Sandhills."   
  
Air Quality Poster Contest Awards, April 25  
 

Sustainable Sandhills, Fayetteville Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization and the 
NC Division of Air Quality sponsored the 
ά²ƛƴ ²ƛǘƘ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅέ tƻǎǘŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŀǎ άAlternative 
Transportation and RecyclingΦέ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
800 Cumberland County school children 
submitted entries. The awards were given 
out at The PartnŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Kidstuff Stage at the Dogwood Festival. More than 80,000 people attended the 
Dogwood Festival that day. $600 in cash awards were given to 12 student artists 
ōȅ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ±LtΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ Fayetteville Mayor Tony Chavonne, Councilmen 
Bobby Hurst and Keith Bates, PFC Director Eva Hansen, and CC AQ Stakeholder 
Committee Chair George Breece.  The student helped the VIP's answer AQ and 
recycling quiz questions, and six eco-themed prize packages were given away.  
The 12 winning posters will be used in the 2010 Cumberland County AQ Calendar. 
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Alma Easom Elementary School, April 22 
 

Alma Easom Elementary School celebrated Earth Day 
with all 14 classrooms participating in activities related 
to preserving and protecting our planet. The children 
started their day with a set of green living tips. Then 
they participated in a recycling relay, where they had to 
decide whether items were recyclable or not. Next, 
each child was given an Eco-Passport and divided into 
different groups where they made and played a 
recycling fishing game, planted sunflower seeds, started 
a compost bin for their classroom, and played with 
worms in a vermiculture bin.  Reusable prizes - like 
plastic click-boxes for food snacks and washable napkins 
- were awarded to children who knew answers to trivia 
questions like:  plastic comes from oil, glass comes from 
sand, paper comes from wood, and litter might go to 
the ocean if not properly disposed of.  Hopefully, the 
children and their families will all reduce, reuse and 
recycle. Special thanks to Principal Connie Graham, the 
Alma Easom Green Team and all parent volunteers for 
their help and support on this wonderful day! 
 


