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Cumberland Schools “Go Green Initiative” Takes Off! 
 

On February 2, 2010, three Cumberland County schools were officially recognized 
as Certified Green Schools by the Cumberland County School (CCS) Board and 
Sustainable Sandhills (SS).  Alma Easom Elementary, Pauline Jones Elementary 
and Fuller Performance Learning Center are the first three schools in the CCS 
District to achieve the certification!  These schools were presented with framed 
certificates and thanked by the CCS Board for their sustained efforts at greening 
their schools, faculty and students. 

The CCS Board adopted a “Go Green Initiative” resolution in August of 2009.  The 
Initiative has been led by CCS Operations Director Kathy Miller and SS Green 
Business Coordinator Jodi Price Hajosy.  During this first year of the program, a 
total of 22 schools (approximately ¼ of the CCS schools) are working towards 
certification, which requires compliance with a checklist by CCS and SS Staff.  
Congratulations to the first three CCS Certified Green Schools!!   

ALMA EASOM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Alma Easom Elementary formed a Green Team during the 2008-09 school year.   
The Team started a comprehensive recycling program, hosted a school-wide 
άDƻƛƴƎ DǊŜŜƴέ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜ ǊŀŎƪ, and organized a 
successful Earth Day celebration.  Some of the 
new measures that Alma Easom Elementary will 
incorporate during this 2009-10 school year are: 

 Expanded their Green Team by adding 
more faculty members 

 Added eco-friendly Bullpup merchandise 

 Made double-sided copying standard 
practice 

 Eliminated unnecessary or unwanted 
subscriptions/catalogs 

 Developed and implemented an internal 
energy audit 

 Installed a rain barrel  

 Started a school garden   

 Will hold an expanded Earth Day 

http://www.sustainablesandhills.org/docs/CCSGoGreenInitiativeChecklist2010-03-09.pdf
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celebration with activities for all 
classrooms, including: a recycling relay, 
composting, vermiculture (worm 
composting), planting flowers and various 
eco-crafts.   

 During Earth Week, classroom and 
resource teachers will include Earth Day-
related curriculum and the Green Team 
will launch Walk/Bike/Bus-To-School and No-Idling campaigns. 

PAULINE JONES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Pauline Jones Elementary also started greening their school during the 2008-09 
school year.  A small garden was started outside of the science classroom, where 
the students learn about and participate in gardening activities.  The CCS 
purchased a lot adjacent to the school and ground was recently broken on a 
school-sponsored Community Garden.  The 
Cape Fear Botanical Gardens and 
Sustainable Sandhills, along with 
Cumberland County Government, assisted 
the school with the initial site-setup tasks.   

At the beginning of the 2009-10 school 
year, Pauline Jones Elementary formed a 
Green Team.  The members include the 
Assistant Principal, the Head Custodian and 
seven teachers.  The Green Team completed the Go Green Initiative checklist and 
was responsible for the implementation of the initiative items. Pauline Jones 
Elementary also has a Student Leadership Team, made up of 12 students from 
kindergarten through fifth grade, that works closely with the Green Team.  The 
Student Leadership Team adopted a student environmental pledge, shared the 
pledge with the students in their classrooms, promote recycling in their 
classrooms, and work to raise environmental awareness school-wide.  

Other accomplishments at Pauline Jones Elementary include: 

 An internal energy audit 

 An enhanced recycling program with a significantly higher capture rate 

 The elimination of unnecessary subscriptions and catalogs  
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 A recycling program through Terracycle, which includes Capri Sun pouches, 
chip bags and Nabisco cookie wrappers.  

Pauline Jones Elementary has enhanced their classroom garden to include a tool 
shed stocked with all of the necessary gardening implements, a rain barrel, a 
compost bin and a collapsible greenhouse.  
Most of these items were the result of grants 
filled through www.DonorsChoose.org.  The 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ community garden has benefited from 
the support of numerous local businesses and 
non-profit organizations.  The fruits and 
vegetables harvested from the gardens will be 
made available to students, their families, 
school staff, and the local community. 

FULLER PERFORMANCE LEARNING CENTER 

Fuller Performance Learning Center started their green efforts during the 2009-
2010 school year.  For Global Youth Service Day last year, Fuller had Project 
GREENS:  Generating Renewable Environmental and 
Ecological Needs for Students.  Fuller worked with 
Ferguson-Easley Elementary School students. They 
constructed a greenhouse, installed a compost bin and 
rain barrel and planted seeds for plants for Ferguson-
9ŀǎƭŜȅΩǎ .ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
these efforts was provided through grants by Lumbee 
River Electric Membership Cooperative (EMC).   

Fuller formed their Green Team on October 1, 2009.  

All faculty and staff are on the Team, as well as 
interested students and community members.  
The Team completed the checklist by 
implementing a comprehensive recycling 
program, completing bi-weekly recycling audits, 
performing internal energy audits, making double-
sided copying standard practice, using the Energy-
Saver feature on all copiers and eliminated 
numerous unnecessary appliances, including refrigerators and microwaves.   

http://www.donorschoose.org/
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Currently, Fuller is planning a Science Day for Ferguson-Easley students.  They are 
also meeting with landscape designers who are donating their time and efforts to 
beautify the Fuller campus. Fuller has received letters of support from three local 
nurseries, so the landscaping work should be starting soon! 

 

Are you interested in developing a program similar to the  
CCS Go Green Initiative in your communityΩs school system? 

Please contact Sustainable Sandhills and we’ll be happy to help! 


