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Land Suitability Workshop Set For October 22  
SAVE THE DATE! 

Sustainable Sandhills released a set of Land 
Suitability maps for the 11 county Sandhills and 
Middle Cape Fear region in September 2007.  An 
important update of the models and maps ς 
now known as άRelease 2έ ς  will be unveiled at 
a workshop on October 22 from 9:30am ς 2pm 
at the Fair Barn in Pinehurst.   The $15 
registration fee will cover the cost of morning 
refreshments, a catered lunch and all Release 2 distribution materials (maps, user 
guide, CD-R with map products, all documentation, etc.).  Click here to register. 

Release 1 of the Land Suitability project was created by the Sustainable SandhillsΩ 
Land Use Team, a group of planners, developers, and conservation advocates.  
The three year USEPA-funded grant project involved more than 300 stakeholders 
from across the region.  The results of that groundbreaking project have been 
used to inform land use decisions in a number of communities since 2007.   They 
were also an important input to the Regional Land Use Advisory CommissionΩǎ 
(RLUAC) 2008 Update of the Joint Land Use Study (JLUS), and were included in the 
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Release 2 was funded in part by a 
grant from the NC Interagency 
Leadership Team (ILT), which 
includes representatives from ten 
Federal and State departments.  
The ILT recognized the value of 
representing six distinct 
stakeholder perspectives so that 
decision makers and stakeholders 
had a common set of maps to 
inform and guide development and 
conservation planning in the 
region. 

http://www.sustainablesandhills.org/Release2Workshop.html
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/development/interagency/ncilt/
http://www.ncdot.org/programs/environment/development/interagency/ncilt/
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Release 2 results were generated with updated GIS data layers in 2008.  
Important refinements to the models were also made, in every one of the six 
stakeholder perspectives.  And a new web-based map viewer has been developed 
to allow users without a desktop GIS system to access and use the results in a 
άgoogle-earthέ style environment. 

The October workshop will include presentations by planners, developers, 
conservation advocates, engineers and landscape architects.  Examples will be 
given by these stakeholders from each of these groups that reveal how the 
Suitability results can be used (and how they shouldnΩt be used!) to improve the 
quality of development and conservation outcomes on the landscape.   

Please direct questions about workshop registration to Jackie Bradley, SS Office 
Manager.  Questions about workshop content should be directed to Jon Parsons, 
SS Executive Director.  Both can be reached at 910-484-9098. 
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