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Robbins, Redefined 

While the Town of RobbinsΩ aŀƛƴ 
Street is still lined with places that 
remind you of the way things used to 
be, within the workings of this small 
ǊǳǊŀƭ ǘƻǿƴΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŘƻǎŜ 
of sustainability.  Town Manager 
George Hayfield can typically be 
found close to the action, whether it 
involves trail-blazing along Bear Creek 
or judging the Recycled Regatta.  
¦ƴŘŜǊ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ wƻōōƛƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ōŜ ŀ Sustainable 
Sandhills Certified Green Business, ƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
employee practices.  But becoming a Certified Green Business is only part of the 
RobbinsΩ story as this western Moore County community continues to redefine 
itself. 

Creating a sustainable community for business 
development, job creation and improved quality of life 
in Robbins are challenges that long-time residents 
ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ άDƻŘ 
Fearing, Tree Clearing, 
¢Ǌŀƛƭ .ƭŀȊƛƴƎ /ƭǳōέΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
was coined by one local 

Pastor, carved new trails along Bear Creek.  The Bear 
Creek Hiking Club, formed in 2009, organizes hikes 
along the creek, encouraging family bonding and 
healthy living.   

Complementing the adult activities is TrailKids!  This is a 
program organized by the Bear Creek Hiking Club and 
Foothills Outdoors, a non-profit outdoor recreation 
organization based in Robbins.  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
programs planned for this coming year include Treasure 
Hunts on Bear Creek, collecting Walking Stick Mileage 
Beads, Nature Scavenger Hikes, Star Gazing, Canoe and 
Kayak Paddle Events. 

http://www.townofrobbins.com/
http://www.bearcreekhikingclub.com/
http://www.bearcreekhikingclub.com/
http://www.bearcreekhikingclub.com/trailkidsprograms.html
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5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ chuck out the garbage in 
Robbins ς you might find yourself racing along with 
your crew in The Recycle Regatta that takes place 
every September on Bear Creek.  Locals young and 
old demonstrate equal amounts of creativity and 
insanity as they recycle everyday items into wildly 
imaginative skiffs.   ¢ƘŜ άƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŜŘέ ƛǎ ƭŜǎǎ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴέ 
in this race.  Boat materials have included 
cardboard, plastic 2 liter bottles, and 5 gallon 
buckets and water coolers.   The Regatta also 
includes a recycled art contest for the landlubbers.    

άwƻōōƛƴǎAliveΗέ is a movement to make the 
town of Robbins a better place to live, work 
and play.  According to their website, άƛǘΩǎ 
ŎƻƴǘŀƎƛƻǳǎΧ people catch the bug by coming 
to meetings, attending events or volunteering 
their time.έ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀǎǎǊƻƻǘǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ 
recently awarded a $200,000 Main Street 
grant to bring about improvements to the 

town.  As organizers state, άRobbinsAlive! is the spirit of we; we are the ones to 
make Robbins what we ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜέΦ   

Robbins boasts a landscape very different from southern Moore County.  The 
rolling hills, rocky outcroppings and thick hardwood forests provide a perfect 
setting for one of bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ most 
challenging 10K runs.  The annual Bear-
athalon draws state-wide attention to the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ natural resources and beauty.  If trail 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜǊǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
BRRR Creek Plunge as an alternative.  This 
charity fundraiser gets local town leaders 
down to the banks of Bear Creek for a wintry 
dip in the water.  There is a FounderΩs 
Plunge, a School Division Plunge, and an All 
ComerΩs Plunge for anyone who wants to join in the όōǊǊǊǊǊǊΧύ fun.   

http://www.townofrobbins.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=61
http://www.townofrobbins.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid=81
http://www.townofrobbins.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=70&Itemid=81
http://www.townofrobbins.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=19&Itemid=27
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Determined community activists in the Town of Robbins view their wealth of 
natural resources, rural setting and resurgent downtown as opportunities for 
positive, sustainable development.  Bear Creek, Deep River and Cabin Creek 
literally envelope the town and are a constant ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ clear 
vision and running pursuit of a healthy and vibrant future. 
 
 

If your business, organization, church or local government are interested in 
learning more about becoming certified in the Sustainable Sandhills Green 

Business Program, contact one of our Green Business Coordinators. 
 

In Moore, Montgomery, Richmond and Scotland counties, contact: 
Kea Meacham, keam@sustainablesandhills.org, 910-639-3983. 

 
In Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee and Robeson counties, contact: 

Heidi Johnson, heidij@sustainablesandhills.org, 910-484-9098. 
 
 

 

http://www.sustainablesandhills.org/GreenBusiness.html
http://www.sustainablesandhills.org/GreenBusiness.html
mailto:keam@sustainablesandhills.org
mailto:heidij@sustainablesandhills.org

