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Land Suitability Workshops Continue in 2010

The Sustainable Sandhills Land
Suitability workshop series will

Commercial Land Suitability, Release 2
Detail in Harnett County
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Suitability

conclude with a set of four info B ¢ s s
sessions scheduled in January 2010 (¢
to serve the 11 county Sandhills E
and Middle Cape Fear region. E
The original set of Land Suitability =252,
maps for the region was released |y ™

in September 2007. An important
update of the models and maps ¢ A
Y26 1Y 2Rélease 2¢g was
unveiled at two sessions in 2009

(in Cumberland County on 9/24/09

and Moore County on 12/10/09). All four info sessions are open to attendees
from any county in the region, and are located to provide easy access to all
potential users in the region. Please join us at one of the sessions below:

¢ January 21, 10:00-11:30am, Harnett County Cooperative Extension Center,
126 Alexander Drive, Lillington. Map application examples will come from
Harnett County.

e January 21, 2:00-3:30pm, Lumber River Council of Governments, 30 CJ Walker
Road, COMTech Park, Pembroke. Map application examples will come from
Robeson County.

¢ January 28, 10:00-11:30am, Hoke County Cooperative Extension Center, 116
West Prospect Avenue, Raeford. Map application examples will come from
Robeson and Hoke counties.

e January 28, 2:00-3:30pm, Richmond County Cooperative Extension Center,
123 Caroline Street, Suite 100, Rockingham. Map application examples will
come from Moore and Richmond counties.

Release 1 of the Land Suitability project was created by the Sustainable SandhillsQ
Land Use Team, a group of planners, developers, and conservation advocates.

The 3 year USEPA-funded grant project involved more than 300 stakeholders from
across the region. The results of that groundbreaking project have been used to
inform land use decisions in a number of communities since 2007.
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Release 2 was funded in part by a grant from the NC Interagency Leadership
Team (ILT), which includes representatives from ten Federal and State
departments. The ILT recognized the value of representing six distinct
stakeholder perspectives so that decision makers had a common set of maps to
inform and guide development and conservation planning in the region.

Release 2 results were generated with updated GIS data layers in 2008.
Important refinements to the models were made in every one of the six
stakeholder perspectives. And a new web-based map viewer has been developed
to allow users without a desktop GIS system to access and use the results in a
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The 2010 workshops will include a presentation by Jeff Brown, Project Manager
from the Center for Geographic Information and Analysis. Real world application
examples by planners from workshop communities will reveal how the Suitability
maps can be used to improve the quality of development and conservation
outcomes in your community! A DVD with a complete set of documentation and
GIS layers will also be distributed to all attendees.
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