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NC Farmland Losses 2002-07
A 600,000 acres lost

A Buncombe, Edgecombe,Hyde,
Moore, perquimans

A Each lost >20,000
acres

A NCDA&CS
Agricultural Statistics

A NC Farmland
Transition Network
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2006 Farm Income
Moore County, NC
$233 million 37 1

‘ —15.8
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Top Crops in Moore County

(2006)
A Nursery
& Greenhouse $15.8 million
A Tobacco $3.5 million
A Corn $477 thousand

A Wheat & Rye $418 thousanc
A Soybeans $666 thousand

A Hay $144 thousand
A Strawberries $252 thousand
A Peaches $792 thousano

A Vegetables  $3.7 million
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Comparative Value of Crops

Crop Value per acre
Tobacco $3600

Cotton $480

Soybeans $400
Cantaloupes $4000-$8000
Strawberries $20,000-$24,000

Organic Vegetables  $20,000-$40,000

Nursery (Container) $60,000
e
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Alternative Crops
& Markets for Farmers

1997 1 $12 million
tobacco crop
Nearly 100 Farms
2006 - $3.5 millior
crop

Fewer than 20
farms
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Small Fruits

A Pros:

I Demand Never
equals Supply

I Perishable, Taste
Advantage

I Very High Value
>$10,000/Ac
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Small Fruits

A Cons:

I Establishment Costs

| 2-3 years before
productions

I Very High Harvest Labor
I Perishable
I Marketing!!
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Farmers need new markets, new

crops

A Decline in
tobacco

A Land values/Land
0SSes

A Row crops -low
value

A Produce-
Marketing
challenges
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A Farm Stands P
A Farmers Markets | S5 v et
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$32 Million in Farm income

| |
b Sold thru Farmers
| ‘ Markets, Farm Stands

Employ 1200 people
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Where do customers come from?

A 9% out of state
A14% local
(Sandhills)

7% NC, outside
of Sandhills

T, $ i
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