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   Green Business Program

General Information

A Green Business not only minimizes their impact on the environment, but also sets a positive example for their customers and community.  By assuming a leadership role, green businesses will:

· Reduce solid waste disposal and promote recycling.

· Become energy and water efficient.

· Improve water quality in our creeks, rivers and lakes.

· Improve indoor and outdoor air quality.
· Purchase products that are less harmful to human health and the environment.

· Educate customers, employees and other businesses about the benefits of green business practice.
· Reduce utility and waste disposal expenses and attract and retain highest quality employees! 

Sustainable Sandhills created the Green Business Program to encourage and recognize small to mid-sized businesses to improve their environmental performance.  This checklist was adapted for the special needs and circumstances of your business sector.  Sustainable Sandhills has also developed checklists for a number of other business, institutional and local government sectors.   

Let’s Get Started! 
Call or email our SS Green Business Coordinators at 910-484-9098.  They will arrange an appointment to meet with you at your business.  Many of your questions may be answered with a phone call, but we’ve found that a 60-90 minute on-site meeting is invaluable.  You may choose to assign a single person or a team of people to attend this first meeting.  Please review each section in the checklist prior to the meeting.  

Flexibility is a foundation of our Program.  We will work with each participant to customize measures in sections that are proving difficult to complete.  We have found that many businesses already have a significant number of the measures in place.  You get full credit for measures that are already completed!   
Frequently Asked Questions

Do I get credit for good things I’m already doing?


Yes!  In fact, your company may already qualify.  Your business will get credit for existing green practices, as well as any newly adopted measures implemented to meet the program requirements.

Do I have to do everything on the checklist to become certified as a Green Business?


No!  You must complete the “Required Measures” in each category to receive certification.  But we have provided a set of optional measures that are intended to give businesses flexibility in their approach to becoming certified.  And we are always open to suggestions for other new measures in each section.

Is there a charge to participate in the program and become certified?
The suggested fee is $200 per certification to offset our program expenses.  We are a nonprofit organization in service to our communities, so no willing participant will be turned away from the program for lack of ability to pay the suggested fee.  Please be in touch and let’s get to work certifying your business! 
What are the benefits of certification?

· You’ll receive GBP window decals and an electronic version of the logo for your use.  

· You’ll be recognized on the SS website, featured in an electronic newsletter article and media releases.

· You’ll be eligible for our annual GBP awards program. 

· You will have joined a collaborative network of the leading businesses in your community and our region.  The shared experiences of the network participants will benefit the entire network.

How long will my certification last?

The initial certification is for one year.  All subsequent certifications are valid for two years.  
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